What isthe differ ence between standard and
custom packaging solutions?

The difference between standar d packaging solutions and custom packaging lies in adaptability, costs, and
application possibilities. Standard packaging offers prefabricated solutions at lower costs and shorter delivery
times, while custom packaging is fully adapted to your specific product requirements and industrial needs.
The choice depends on your product specifications, volumes, and protection requirements.

Introduction: why the choice between standard and custom
packagingiscrucial

The right packaging choice directly determines the protection of your valuable equipment and products. In
industrial applications such as high-tech, medical, defense, and security sectors, wrong packaging can lead to
costly damage, delays, and inefficient logistics processes.

Standar d packaging solutions offer quick availability at predictable costs, but don't alwaysfit perfectly
with your specific requirements. Custom packaging, on the other hand, is fully tailored to your products,
guaranteeing optimal protection and efficiency.

The impact of this choice extends throughout the entire supply chain: from initial investment and protection
level to long-term durability and circular reusability of the packaging.

What exactly are standard packaging solutions?

Standard packaging solutions are prefabricated packages available in fixed formats, materias, and
configurations. These packaging solutions are mass-produced for general applications and are directly
deliverable from stock.

Characteristics of standard packaging include:

¢ Fixed dimensions and standard material specifications

¢ Limited customization options in design and functionality
e Lower costs through economies of scalein production

¢ Quick availability without development time

Typical application areas are general transport and storage needs where products fit within standard
specifications. For companies with regular, predictable packaging needs, these solutions offer cost-efficiency
and convenience.

What does custom packaging actually involve?

Custom packaging means that each package is fully designed and produced according to your exact
specifications and product requirements. The design process begins with athorough analysis of your product,
transport, and storage requirements.

The custom process includes:

e Engineering and design based on your product dimensions
o Material selection tailored to protection requirements



e Integration of foam interiors and custom inlays
e Adaptation to international standards such as UN, NEN, and MIL-STAN

Custom-made packaging can include flight cases, transport crates, racks, pallets, and specialized interiors.
Modern digital tools make it possible to develop complex packaging solutions that perfectly align with your
logistics processes.

Personalization possibilities extend from color schemes and branding to advanced functionalities such as
stackability, modular construction, and sustainable, circular properties for reuse.

What costs are associated with standard ver sus custom packaging?

The cost differences between both options vary significantly depending on volumes, complexity, and long-
term use. Standard packaging solutions have lower initial costs but can be more expensive in the long term
due to suboptimal fit.

Cost aspect Standard packaging Custom packaging
Initial investment Low Higher due to development costs
Development costs None Engineering and design costs
Volumeimpact  Fixed price per unit Lower costs at higher volumes

Long-termvalue Limited due to suboptimal fit Optimal due to perfect alignment

With custom packaging, you spread the devel opment costs over the total volume. Higher volumes make
custom packaging relatively more advantageous, especially when you consider improved protection, more
efficient logistics, and potential reuse.

Sustainable, circular packaging can offer additional value through reusability, which lowers the total
ownership costs over the packaging's lifecycle.

When do you choose standard and when custom packaging?

The choice depends on specific decision criteriawhere product specifications and volumes are decisive.
Standard packaging works well for general applications, while custom packaging is essential for specialized
industrial needs.

Choose standard packaging solutions when:

¢ Your products fit within standard dimensions
e Protection requirements are relatively low

e Quick availability isapriority

e Volumes are low and irregular

Choose custom packaging when:

¢ Products have unique dimensions or fragile properties

High protection requirements apply (medical, defense, high-tech)
International transport and safety standards are required
Volumesjustify the development investment

Sustainability and reusability are important

In sectors such as medical equipment, defense equipment, and high-tech instruments, custom-made
packaging is often unavoidable due to strict quality and safety requirements.



How long does the development processtake for both packaging
types?

Standard packaging is directly available from stock, while custom packaging goes through a devel opment
process that varies from several weeks to months, depending on complexity and specifications.

Timelinesfor standard solutions:

e Selection and ordering: 1-2 days
e Delivery: 1-5 working days depending on stock
e Tota lead time: maximum 1 week

Development phasesfor custom packaging:

e Analysisand design: 1-2 weeks

e Engineering and prototyping: 2-4 weeks
e Production and finishing: 2-6 weeks

e Total lead time: 5-12 weeks on average

Complex projects with special materials, certifications, or large volumes may require longer devel opment
times. However, modern digital tools and automated production processes increasingly shorten lead times for
custom packaging.

Planning is crucial: start the development processin time to prevent delays in your own production line.

Conclusion: theright packaging choice for your industrial needs

The choice between standard and custom packaging requires weighing costs, time, protection requirements,
and long-term value. Standard packaging solutions offer speed and cost-efficiency for general applications,
while custom packaging delivers optimal protection and efficiency for specialized industrial needs.

Key considerations for your decision:

e Thoroughly evaluate your product specifications and protection requirements

e Calculate total ownership costs including possible damage from inadequate protection
e Consider sustainability and reusability for long-term advantage

¢ Plan development times when choosing custom solutions

In the modern industrial world, where products are becoming increasingly complex and valuable, more and
more companies are investing in custom-made packaging that not only offers optimal protection but also
contributes to more efficient logistics processes and sustainable, circular business operations.

How do | determineif my product issuitable for standard packaging?

First measure the exact dimensions of your product and compare these with the available standard formats.
Also check if your product needs special protection against vibrations, moisture, or temperature fluctuations.
If your product fits within the standard dimensions and doesn’t have extreme protection requirements,
standard packaging is often a good option.

What arethe hidden costs with custom packaging that | need to consider ?



Besides development costs, you need to consider possible costs for prototyping, test phases, and potential
adjustments during the development process. Certification costs for international standards may also apply.
On the other hand, custom packaging can be cheaper in the long term due to better protection and reusability.

Can | later modify a standard package or upgrade to custom packaging?

Y es, many companies start with standard solutions and upgrade later to custom when volumes increase or
more specific requirements arise. The experience with standard packaging often helps in defining exact
requirements for a custom solution. However, it's more efficient to choose custom directly if you aready
know that standard won't suffice.

How do | test if my custom packaging meetsinternational transport standards?

Professional packaging suppliers perform standard drop tests, vibration tests, and compression tests
according to UN, ISTA, or MIL-STD standards. Always ask for test certificates and ensure the tests
correspond to your specific transport conditions. For critical applications, you can also engage independent
testing laboratories.

What happensif my custom packaging doesn’t meet my expectations?

Serious suppliers offer guarantees on their custom solutions and make adjustments if the packaging doesn’t
meet the agreed specifications. Therefore, it’s crucial to establish clear requirements beforehand and work
with prototypes where possible. Always choose a supplier with experience in your specific sector.

How can | maximize the sustainability of my packaging choice?

For maximum sustainability, choose reusable materials like high-quality plastic or auminum, design the
packaging modularly for different products, and ensure simple repair possibilities. Custom packaging is often
more sustainable because it fits precisely and therefore damages less quickly. Also consider alease
construction where the supplier remains responsible for maintenance and reuse.



