
What colors of camouflage are allowed for military
cases?
Military cases must meet strict requirements for camouflage and coloration. The right color choice is
essential for tactical operations and protection of equipment in the field. Camouflage for military cases varies
from traditional patterns like Olive Drab to modern variants such as MultiCam, each designed for specific
environments and purposes. The choice is determined by operational requirements, international standards,
and specific military guidelines that we discuss in detail below.

Which camouflage colors are internationally recognized for military
applications?

Internationally recognized camouflage colors for military applications primarily include Olive Drab (OD
Green), Tan/Desert, MultiCam, Woodland, and various variants of these basic colors. These colors are
standardized within NATO countries and are recognized worldwide for different operational environments.

Olive Drab (OD Green) is one of the most traditional and widespread camouflage colors. This dark green
shade was originally developed for use in wooded areas and remains a standard for much military equipment.
OD Green provides excellent camouflage in temperate climate zones and is particularly effective in European
and North American forests.

Tan/Desert camouflage became popular during operations in the Middle East and is specifically developed
for desert environments. The light brown hues blend perfectly with sand and dry terrain types, making them
ideal for operations in arid areas.

MultiCam is a more recent development designed to be effective in multiple environments. This pattern uses
a mix of brown, green, and beige tones that adapt to different backgrounds. It is now used by many NATO
troops due to its versatility during missions covering different terrain types.

In addition to these basic colors, there are also specific national variants. For example, the Bundeswehr uses
Flecktarn, while the British army has its own DPM (Disruptive Pattern Material). These national patterns
comply with international standards but have unique characteristics tailored to national preferences and
operational needs.

How do NATO standards influence the choice of camouflage for
military cases?

NATO standards have a direct influence on camouflage colors for military cases through the STANAG
guidelines (Standardization Agreement). These guidelines determine not only the exact color codes but also
the material specifications and reflection properties that are essential for effective camouflage in operational
environments.

STANAG 2322 is an important guideline that regulates the identification of military equipment, including
color specifications for equipment and cases. This standard ensures that all NATO partners use compatible
camouflage systems, which is crucial for joint operations. The guideline specifies exact RAL color codes that
must be used, such as RAL 6031 for bronze green and RAL 8027 for leather brown.



Another important NATO standard is STANAG 4360, which regulates the reflective properties of
camouflage materials. This is particularly important because modern detection systems use not only the
visible spectrum but also infrared and other wavelengths. Military cases must therefore not only be visually
camouflaged but also have a low infrared profile.

The NATO standards also determine the acceptable variations within the military color spectrum. This means
that a certain margin is allowed for color differences, but these must remain within strictly defined limits to
ensure the effectiveness of the camouflage. This standardization ensures that all equipment, including
transport cases, remains coherent within the larger tactical picture.

For manufacturers of military cases, it is essential to understand and apply these standards, as deviations can
lead to rejection of products by military procurement organizations. The NATO standards are regularly
updated to account for new technologies and changing operational environments, so keeping track of these
updates is crucial for suppliers in the defense sector.

When should you choose seasonal camouflage for military cases?

Seasonal camouflage for military cases is essential when operations take place in environments with strongly
varying seasons or when missions are conducted in specific climate areas. The choice for seasonal
camouflage is determined by operational needs, mission duration, and the specific terrain.

Winter camouflage (white or white-gray patterns) is necessary when operations take place in snowy areas
such as arctic regions or mountain areas in winter. This camouflage is not only important for personnel but
also for the equipment and cases they carry. A standard green case would stand out immediately in a snow
landscape, creating tactical disadvantages.

Desert camouflage (tan or sand-colored hues) is optimal for operations in arid areas such as the Middle East
or North Africa. If you are sending equipment to these regions, it is advisable to choose cases specifically
designed for these environments, with colors that blend into the sandy landscape.

Jungle or tropical camouflage uses darker green tones and black to be effective in densely forested areas with
little light. These specific patterns are important when operations take place in rainforests or other dense
vegetation where standard camouflage may not be effective enough.

When choosing seasonal camouflage, you must also consider the operational duration. For short missions
in specific environments, specialized camouflage is crucial. For longer missions covering different seasons or
terrain types, a more versatile solution like MultiCam may be more practical.

It is also important to consider whether the cases will be used for forward operations (close to the front line)
or for logistical support further from the combat terrain. Cases that are used directly in the operational area
require more accurate seasonal camouflage than those in rear areas.

What are the differences between tactical and non-tactical colors for
military cases?

Tactical and non-tactical colors for military cases serve fundamentally different purposes. Tactical colors are
designed for terrain integration and concealment, while non-tactical colors are primarily used for
identification, logistics, and administrative purposes.

Tactical camouflage colors such as Olive Drab, MultiCam, and desert tones are specifically developed to
blend into the natural environment. They use patterns and colors that break up the recognizable shapes of
cases and equipment, making them more difficult to detect. These colors often also have specific properties
that make them less visible to night vision equipment and other detection systems.
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Non-tactical colors, on the other hand, are often brighter and more clearly visible. They include:

Signal red or orange for medical equipment and emergency apparatus
Bright yellow for identification of special equipment or hazardous materials
Black or navy blue for ceremonial or administrative applications
Gray for standard logistical containers and non-combat equipment

The choice between tactical and non-tactical colors depends on various factors. For equipment used directly
in operational environments, tactical colors are essential. For equipment primarily used in bases, during
training, or for logistical purposes, non-tactical colors may be more practical due to better visibility and
identification possibilities.

An important difference is also the reflectivity of the materials used. Tactical colors usually have a matte
finish to minimize light reflection, while non-tactical colors are sometimes glossy or reflective for better
visibility. This can be crucial in combat situations where reflections can betray the position of troops.

Some military cases combine both approaches, with a predominantly tactical color but with small non-
tactical color markings for quick identification. This hybrid approach provides both camouflage and practical
identification possibilities for logistics personnel.

Which camouflage colors meet MIL-STAN specifications?

Camouflage colors that meet Military Standard (MIL-STAN) specifications must comply with stringent
requirements regarding exact color codes, durability, reflection properties, and consistency. These standards
ensure that military equipment, including cases, remains effective under various operational conditions.

MIL-STD-595 is one of the most relevant standards for military colors and defines specific color codes such
as:

34088 – Olive Drab (standard green for many military applications)
33446 – Desert Tan (for desert environments)
37030 – Black (for night operations and specific equipment)
36375 – Light Green (for certain jungle environments)
30219 – Desert Sand (lighter than Desert Tan, for extreme desert environments)

In addition to the exact color codes, MIL-STAN also specifies the reflection properties of these colors.
Military camouflage must be effective not only in the visible spectrum but also in the near-infrared spectrum
(NIR) used by night vision equipment. For example, the standard MIL-DTL-53039 defines the requirements
for Chemical Agent Resistant Coating (CARC) paint, which not only provides camouflage but also
protection against chemical agents.

The durability requirements in MIL-STAN are particularly stringent. Camouflage colors must be resistant to:

Extreme temperatures (-40°C to +70°C)
UV radiation without significant fading
Salt and moisture without corrosion
Abrasion and wear during transport and use
Chemical exposure without degradation

For military cases and containers, it is important that the coatings used not only have the right color but
also fulfill these durability requirements. Cases used in the field must maintain their camouflage properties
under all conditions, from desert heat to arctic cold.



Manufacturers of military cases must be able to demonstrate that their products comply with these MIL-
STAN specifications, often through certification and test results. This includes not only the initial color
specifications but also tests that validate the durability and performance under extreme conditions.

Conclusion

The choice of camouflage colors for military cases is a complex process that takes into account operational
environments, international standards, and specific mission requirements. From the traditional Olive Drab to
modern MultiCam patterns, each color has specific application areas and benefits.

NATO standards and MIL-STAN specifications form the foundation for these choices, with stringent
requirements for color codes, reflection properties, and durability. Understanding the difference between
tactical and non-tactical colors, as well as the proper application of seasonal camouflage, is essential for
effective protection of military equipment.

For defense organizations and their suppliers, it is crucial to understand and apply these standards. At Faes,
we understand the unique requirements of the defense sector and develop packaging solutions that not only
meet these stringent specifications but also improve operational effectiveness. Our expertise in military
standards such as UN, NEN, and MIL-STAN ensures that our solutions perform reliably in the most
demanding conditions.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do I clean military cases without affecting the camouflage properties?

Use mild, non-abrasive cleaners and a soft cloth for regular maintenance. Avoid aggressive solvents that can
damage the special coatings. For stubborn dirt, a light solution of water with neutral soap is suitable,
followed by thorough rinsing and drying. Never use high-pressure cleaners at close range, as these can
damage the camouflage layer and reduce the IR properties.

What are the consequences of not complying with military color standards in tenders?

Not complying with military color standards can lead to direct rejection in tenders, contract breach, and
financial claims. Defense organizations employ strict acceptance tests where color codes, reflection
properties, and durability are checked. Non-compliant products can compromise operational safety and lead
to reputational damage for suppliers, limiting future contract opportunities.

How can I adapt existing military cases to new camouflage patterns?

Existing cases can be adapted by applying specialized CARC coatings (Chemical Agent Resistant Coating)
that comply with military specifications. This must be performed by certified companies that can guarantee
the proper pre-treatment, primer, and topcoat. For temporary adaptations, camouflage covers or wraps can be
used, although these do not offer the same durability or chemical resistance as permanent coatings.


